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FROM THE CHAIR / An open letter to Sen. Orrin
A mining tragedy can’t stop
Orrin’s same old song, dance

It’s been about a month since the mountain
came crashing down on miners working the
Crandall Canyon Mine. Families and friends
in Carbon and Emery counties are mourning
their losses and demanding accountability.
Yet you, a Republican senator, remain on the
sidelines issuing platitudes, excuses, dodges,
and defenses of federal mine-safety ofycials
and Bush appointees charged with making
sure the tragedy never happens again.

At a Senate hearing on Sept. 5, while
other senators demanded answers, you
said:

“It’s always easier after the fact to come
in and ynd fault.0 As congressional hear-
ings try to determine the facts surrounding
the tragedy and Republican and Democratic
senators and representatives offer proposals
for safer mines, you told reporters that the
Mine Safety and Health Administration did
the best it could. Are you satisyed with the
way things are? Is that what you’d tell the
families and friends of the Utah nine?

At a Senate hearing the day before:
You were reticent about asking critical ques-
tions of the man charged with overseeing the
safety of the Crandall Canyon Mine, Robert
Stickler.

The week after three rescuers died, you
defended Stickler:

“Richard Stickler is a very competent
MSHA ofycial. He has done his best to see
that the job is done right. He cares greatly
about these miners.o

Two days after three rescuers died, you
surrendered your most valuable asset,
your leadership:

“l know that many in Congress will want
to get involved in this. But for the present
time, we need to let the professionals do
their job, with our support but without our
interference.o

Several days after the initial collapse,
you offered canned sentiment:

“We still have to keep moving ahead. I’m
a great believer in miracles.o

Orrin, as a senior U.S. senator your lack
of leadership is as bafping as it is unconscio-
nable. You were at the site of the disaster.
You saw the anguish on the faces of miners’
loved ones. They need you to stand up for
them instead of Bush administration cronies.

Orrin, change your tune.

WAYNE HOLLAND
Chair, Utah Democratic Party

Bill Keshlear / Utah Democratic Party

“This is part of what
gives you energy in a
campaign, seeing all
these folks who are
so eager for change.
You know, it reminds
you why you do what
you do.”

Presidential candidate BARACK
OBAMA said after a “sort of
spontaneous” rally in August

at Kimball Junction. The rally
was organized by grasssroots
Democrats.
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STAY THE COURSE

By MEGAN RISBON / Treasurer, Utah Democratic Party

Politics and elections is not just a hobby for me. Like many people I know, it is a full-time
job. Because of my involvement, | often get asked about my opinion regarding the state of the
Democratic Party in Utah from total strangers. Typical queries | get are, 02006 was the prst
non-Presidential election I’ve ever voted in,” said one person. “Do you think Democrats have
a chance in *08 or should we just give up now?” asked the other. | reply that the 2008 elections
will be the most important elections in our lifetime and that 2006 was only the beginning of
great things to come for our party—around the nation and here in Utah.

There are reporters, Republicans,
pundits, and political gurus who laugh
at this statement. Admittedly, we
didn’t pick up many seats last year.

We picked up one legislative seat
and won the Salt Lake County Sher-
iff and Auditor seats. Not exactly the
sweep that the rest of the country
experienced.

But | had to laugh after I read a
piece by the political columnist of The
Deseret Morning News who wrote that
the Democratic sweep skipped Utah
entirely.

I laughed because | know what
our Democrats did this year to pre-
pare for 2008. The Democratic sweep
didn’t skip Utah—we just didn’t feel
it as much. Many of our incumbent
legislators had so-called “tough”
races against not just well-known
and wealthy opponents, but the entire
Republican Party. And every single
one of them won; some even by a
larger percentages than ever. In many

more races, although the Democrat did
not win, the margin of loss was much
smaller in 2006 than in previous years.
It all had to do with hard work and
dedication.

Our Utah Democrats did better than
anyone expected. The corruption and
lack of integrity by the Republican
Party reverberated all the way down
from our nation’s capital to the larg-
est county in the reddest of red states.
\oters began to see what Republicans
are truly like and they used their vote
as their voice.

We may not have swept every
election in the state but, we held our
own. We worked harder than ever. We
raised more money than ever. And,
most importantly, we showed voters
what life under Republican control has
done to our country and that we will
not stand for it any longer.

| am excited to continue to work
toward progress and an eventual
Democratic takeover of Utah politics.

I realize that much work still needs to
be done and | am more excited than
ever to be a part of it. As the new Trea-
surer for the state party, | am commit-
ted more than ever to make sure our
candidates and county parties have the
resources they need to be successful.

| tell people to remember that even
though we did not take over here in
Utah in 2006, we did some amazing
work and it is important to keep on
working. We must vote. We must
get our friends to vote. We must be
outspoken about our beliefs and why
we will not stand for Republican rule
any longer. We must not give up and
lose hope. We must stay the course.
Our hard work will pay off in 2008
and our losses will become a thing of
the past.

| say let the GOP think they have
complete control over politics in Utah!

This way, they won’t see us when
we hit ’em. 2008 will be a very good
year for Utah Democrats.

Clinton will attend a fundraiser scheduled for Oct. 23 in Park City. For more information, contact Donald at donaldkdunn@
bigplanet.com, or Deedee at deedeec@pureutah.com or (435) 655-2005. A public event had not been scheduled as of Sept. 12.






